
18. What is an impacted or selective major? 
Impacted or selective majors are those for which the university receives many more applications 
for admission than the campus can accommodate. Impacted is also an official designation by the 
CSU system that allows the department that offers a major to require a higher GPA or specific 
major preparation as a way to reduce the pool of applicants to those who are best prepared to 
enter the major. Selective is a term used by the UC to describe majors for which the same 
conditions exist and for which the university imposes the same kind of selection criteria (GPA 
and major preparation) to screen for the most qualified applicants. 

 


