
SLO Cycle Assessment Form

	1. Course Number & 
Date form was completed
	Course: 
BIOL 204

	Date: September 22, 2011

	2. People involved in summarizing & evaluating data (minimum of two)
	Susan Moss (primary)
Tom Morrell

	3. Semester data were collected (e.g., Spring 2011)
	Spring 2011

	4. Please list the SLO(s) that was (were) assessed.  Write it out.
	Display critical thought related to topics in Human Anatomy using written forms of expression and examination.


	5. Results

Briefly summarize the data.
	A lab period was devoted to hands-on activities related to senses such as touch, smell and taste. Students did a variety of activities such as:
· Doing two-point discrimination tests on different areas of the body to show that touch sensors in the skin are not equally distributed.

· Doing taste tests with various food items to show that eyes, nose and tongue all contribute to the perception of taste.
· Doing a “Coke vs Sprite” taste challenge demonstrating that much of what we call “taste” is actually olfactory in nature. (Coke and Sprite taste the same when smell and sight are cut off.)
· Sitting a sugar cube on their dried tongue and determining how long it took before they could detect the sweetness. This verified that taste buds can only detect chemicals that are in solution.

· Trying to determine the flavor of “miscolored” fruit drinks. For example, I made a grape-flavored fruit drink orange in color. Here, they learned how the power of expectation influences taste.

As students did each activity, they answered questions on a worksheet that asked them to analyze and explain why they had the results they did. If any results did not come out as expected, they had to consider why that may have happened.
The worksheet was worth 15 pts and the average score for 29 students was 13.97 (93%).

	6a. Course/Program Improvements

Please describe what change(s) you plan to implement based on the above results

6b. Will this include a change to the curriculum (i.e., course outline)?  

Yes              
No        X        
	I was very satisfied with the activity and do not plan to implement any changes. There was good group cooperation and discussion among class members and I could see that the activities and critical-thinking questions helped them make sense of the material. They also had fun doing the lab, which enhanced the learning experience.

	7. When SLOs were previously written, Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) were identified as part of that process.    

How did the SLO(s) contribute to student acquisition of the Institutional Learning Outcome(s) (ILOs)?

For example, if ILO #1 (communication skills) was identified as being related to this SLO, then please write a sentence or two supporting the relationship.
IVC’s 5 ILOs:  

ILO1 = Communication Skills 
ILO2 = Critical Thinking Skills 
ILO3 = Personal Responsibility 
ILO4 = Information Literacy

ILO5 = Global Awareness

	ILO2 was identified as being related to this SLO, and I think it effectively elicited critical thinking. The activities and worksheet questions forced them to think about their newly-acquired information on senses.  Because the activities were hands-on in nature, the learning process was rendered less intimidating and they were able to better understand concepts that may have otherwise been hard to grasp.

	8. Next year

Was the process effective? Will you change the outcome/assessment (e.g., alter the SLO, assessment, faculty discussion process, strategy for providing SLO to students)?  
If so, how?
	The process was effective and I will not make changes.

	9. After Thoughts

Feel free to celebrate, vent, or otherwise discuss the process
	The lab required a lot of prep work, but I think it was worth it.



