
SLO Cycle Assessment Form

Please type on this form. Do not submit handwritten forms.  

	Course: 

HIST/LAS 130
Early Latin America
	Semester data collected:  
Fall, 2012
	Date this form was completed:  
December 13, 2012

	# of sections offered:
1
	# of sections assessed:
1
	Data Collected from:  (Check all that apply)
FT Faculty __X____     PT Faculty ______

Day __X____  Evening _____ Hybrid/Online_____ Weekend______

	1. People involved in summarizing & evaluating data (minimum of two)
	Lisa Solomon, Kevin White

	2. Please list the SLO(s) that was (were) assessed.  Include the description listed on the Course Record of Outline.  
	Identify and recall key information from a historical text
     (ISLO 2, 4, 5)
Present the information in a manner required  (ISLO 1, 2, 3)

	3. Data results

Briefly summarize the data. (Please see instructions).
	   Students in the class were given a primary source document that related to the independence movements in Latin America during the period of 1810-1820. Their in-class assignment was to read the document, discuss its main points in small groups, and then (individually) write out the four main arguments given for independence as well as their opinion on which argument was the strongest.
    HIST 130 had 17 students enrolled at the time of this assignment; 13 were in attendance and completed the work. Nine were able to identify all four main arguments, provide a description of each, and present a coherent opinion (scored between 87%-100%). One student was able to identify the arguments, but failed to provide an opinion (scored 79%). Two had difficulty identifying the arguments as well as expressing an opinion (scored 72%-75%). One student could only identify three arguments, and had no opinion (scored 42%).
    LAS 130 had 10 students enrolled; six were in attendance and completed the work. Two were able to identify all four main arguments, provide a description of each, and present a coherent opinion (scored between 90%-100%).  Two students were able to identify the arguments, but failed to provide a coherent opinion (scored 78%).  Two had difficulty identifying the arguments as well as expressing an opinion (scored 72%-75%).

     

	4a. Course/Program Improvements

Please describe what change(s) you plan to implement based on the above results

4b. Will this include a change to the curriculum (i.e., course outline)?  

Yes              
No      X          
	   This in-class work and assignment was the fourth one of the term.  There was some improvement in scores compared to similar exercises.  However, the scores improved more for those who spent more time discussing the material with classmates compared to those who talked only between each other (two students versus four) or who did not talk with anyone.  A possible change would be to make the discussion portion mandatory and adding a separate point/grading element to encourage student participation and comprehension.
     Based on the current Course Outline of Record, no change is needed.

	5. How did the SLO(s) contribute to student acquisition of the Institutional Learning Outcome(s) (ILOs)?

For example, if ILO #1 (communication skills) was identified as being related to this SLO, then please write a sentence or two supporting the relationship.

IVC’s 5 ILOs:  

ILO1 = Communication Skills 

ILO2 = Critical Thinking Skills 

ILO3 = Personal Responsibility 

ILO4 = Information Literacy

ILO5 = Global Awareness


	   The ability to share information verbally was a factor in the success of the students.  At the same time, some students who were able to communicate verbally had difficulty with the writing portion of the assignment (ILO 1).
   For 42% of the students, it was obvious that they struggled with the material. These students had more trouble in analyzing the material and consider it at more than face value (ILO 2).

    All of the students completed the written portion as directed, although about 25% did not fully follow the instructions relating to the discussion portion of the exercise (SLO 3).

    Almost 58% of the students were able to look at the material and understand its origins.  These students noted the change in language styles, the impact of translations, and the bias of the author (ILO 4).

    Only one student failed to comprehend the international focus of the material, relating it more to the United States than to Lain America (ILO 5).


	6. Next Steps
Was the process effective? Will you change the outcome/assessment (e.g., alter the SLO, assessment, faculty discussion process, strategy for providing SLO to students)?  
If so, how?
	    This exercise was an effective measurement of the SLOs as well as the progress made by each student.  It also provided a good segue to the last part of the course, and the independence movements’ impacts in Latin America.
     However, it also highlighted the fact that many of the students were still struggling with the material. Based on information students provided at the beginning of the term, many of these students had English levels below ENG 101 and/or had not yet taken an English class at IVC.  This applied to 54% of those who did the assignment in HIST 130 and 40% in LAS 130.  Many of these students were freshmen, and their lack of abilities in reading and comprehension impacted their success rate in this class.  At the very least, it provides more information and credibility to making successful completion of ENG 101 a “strongly recommended” element for this course.

	7. After Thoughts

Feel free to celebrate, vent, or otherwise discuss the process
	   It is difficult for students to succeed in many of the classes if they do not have the necessary reading, writing, and comprehension skills.  It does no student any good for faculty to “dumb down” the content to cater to those who struggle with the language.  Too many of these students enrolled in this class unprepared, and without discussing the demands of such work with a counselor.  These practices have to change (even if it means increasing the class caps in English) if our students are going to succeed.


For instructions on how to fill out this form, click here:

SLO Cycle Assessment Form Guidelines
Or visit the IVC SLO Website:  http://www.imperial.edu/faculty-and-staff/campus-committees/student-learning-outcomes/slo-forms-and-handouts/


