
SLO Cycle Assessment Form

	1. Course Number & 
Date form was completed
	Course: 
BIOL 204

	Date: May 10, 2012

	2. People involved in summarizing & evaluating data (minimum of two)
	Susan Moss (primary)
Tom Morrell

	3. Semester data were collected
	Spring 2012

	4. Please list the SLO that was assessed.  Write it out.
	Outcome 4: Demonstrate competency in communicating information related to the anatomy of the heart.

	5. Results

Briefly summarize the data.
	The following essay question was part of the exam that covered the cardiovascular system: 

Using complete sentences, describe the path of blood flow into the heart, to the lungs, back to heart, and out of the heart to the body. All relevant chambers, valves and vessels must be included.   


The question was worth 5 points.
The average score was 34.67 (n = 29), which is 93%. 

	6a. Course/Program Improvements

Please describe what change(s) you plan to implement based on the above results

6b. Will this include a change to the curriculum (i.e., course outline)?  

Yes              
No        X        
	I analyzed this same outcome in Fall 2011 and the average was only 74.2%. I decided that, for Spring 2012, I would tell students in advance that this question would be on the test so they could practice writing their answer. My hope was that the advanced notice would lead to a better understanding of the topic and, thus, a better average. The strategy worked, because the average rose from 74.2% up to 93%. Consequently, I will continue to give them advanced notice of the heart essay question.


	7. When SLOs were previously written, Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILOs) were identified as part of that process.    

How did the SLO(s) contribute to student acquisition of the Institutional Learning Outcome(s) (ILOs)?

For example, if ILO #1 (communication skills) was identified as being related to this SLO, then please write a sentence or two supporting the relationship.
IVC’s 5 ILOs:  

ILO1 = Communication Skills 
ILO2 = Critical Thinking Skills 
ILO3 = Personal Responsibility 
ILO4 = Information Literacy

ILO5 = Global Awareness

	ILO1: Students had to communicate their knowledge through writing.


	8. Next year

Was the process effective? Will you change the outcome/assessment (e.g., alter the SLO, assessment, faculty discussion process, strategy for providing SLO to students)?  
If so, how?
	I will not change the SLO or its assessment. The average score indicates that the process was effective.

	9. After Thoughts

Feel free to celebrate, vent, or otherwise discuss the process
	



