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	1. Course Number & Date of Assessment Cycle Completion
	Course: English 101
	Date: March 9, 2011

	2. People involved in summarizing & evaluating data
	Michael Heumann, Brian McNeese, Frank Rapp, David Zielinski, Deirdre Rowley, Roberta Bemis, Robert Baukholt, Judy Cormier, Olivia Samaniego, Amy Loper, Xochitl Tiraldo

	3. Data results
Briefly summarize the results of your data
	The first SLO for English 101 is "Demonstrate mastery of research strategies, including appropriate use and correct documentation of research materials."

· 22% of students scored "Exemplary," or uses numerous sources from various mediums that are properly documented according to MLA guidelines
· 45% of students scored "Satisfactory," or uses numerous sources from various mediums that exhibit few MLA documentation errors
· 33% of students scored "Unsatisfactory," or uses few or no sources, or uses sources from few mediums, and/or uses sources that exhibit numerous MLA documentation errors

	4. Course/Program Improvements
Please describe what change(s) you plan to implement based on the above results
	There was a wide discrepancy between the scores for this SLO.  Some instructors reported high success rates, while other instructors reported low success rates.  We determined that this variance can be directly attributed to how much time an instructor spends on MLA style in the class.  Further, the more time an instructor spends on MLA, the less time he or she spends on other topics, such as argumentation and critical thinking.  

Ultimately, the group decided that the three-unit English 101, as it stands now, does not provide ample enough time to cover all areas of basic English composition that are spelled out in the course outline.

Several solutions were discussed to address this problem.  One idea was to raise the unit count for 101 to four units, thus giving instructors an extra hour a week to devote to things like argument and MLA.  Another was to create a new class just for research writing, thus minimize the need for extensive research and MLA documentation in 101.  This will remain a key topic of discussion for a while.

	5. Next year
Was the process effective? Will you change the outcome/assessment for the next year (e.g. alter the SLO, assessment, faculty discussion process, strategy for providing SLO to students)?  If so, how?
	This was a very effective process, and it generated a strong discussion and debate among 101 instructors (which is nearly everyone in the department).  No one suggested changing this particular outcome.

	6. After Thoughts
Feel free to celebrate, vent, or otherwise discuss the process
	



