
SLO Cycle Assessment Form

Please type on this form. Do not submit handwritten forms.  

	Course: 

BUS 126
	Semester data collected: Fall 2012  
	Date this form was completed:  Dec. 12, 2012

	# of sections offered:
3
	# of sections assessed:
3
	Data Collected from:  (Check all that apply)
FT Faculty ____X__     PT Faculty ______

Day ____X__  Evening __X___ Hybrid/Online_____ Weekend______

	1. People involved in summarizing & evaluating data (minimum of two)
	Jeff Beckley, Walid Ghanim

	2. Please list the SLO(s) that was (were) assessed.  Include the description listed on the Course Record of Outline.  
	Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:

1. Evaluate and analyze three distinct legal case problems and communicate the results demonstrating writing competencies at the college level.


	3. Data results

Briefly summarize the data. (Please see instructions).
	The assignment is a take-home exam for which students are expected to perform basic legal analysis. The exam consists of three legal cases, or sets of facts. Students must read the cases and ascertain which facts are important to the resolution of each case and, based on this information, determine what legal issue is presented by each case. Then, students must identify the law which should be used to resolve the legal issue presented by the facts. The final, and most crucial, step is to apply the law to the facts and reach an appropriate conclusion. An exam rubric is used to evaluate student responses to each of the three cases. The rubric identifies several areas of importance for this assignment, including Organization, Creativity and Completeness, Factual Conclusions, Legal Conclusions and Overall Presentation. Sixty-four students in three different sections of the course attempted the take-home exam, with forty-four passing with a score of seventy percent or above This is an effective pass rate of sixty-nine percent. This assignment is always given near the end of any particular semester and is one of the major pieces of evidence used by the instructor to determine whether students in the course are “getting it”, meaning whether they can perform basic legal reasoning. The results of this assignment seem to indicate that a majority of students are able to engage in basic legal reasoning as a result of taking this course.

	4a. Course/Program Improvements

Please describe what change(s) you plan to implement based on the above results

4b. Will this include a change to the curriculum (i.e., course outline)?  

Yes              
No        X        
	I am considering implementing two changes to the course as a result of assessing and analyzing the above results. First, I am going to revise the rubric to remove the assessment of creativity and completeness from consideration of completed assignments. This was a part of the original assessment instrument created for this assignment. However, it now appears to be doing more harm than good in that some students seem to try to be creative at the expense of focusing on the important aspects of the assignment, which are the factual conclusions and the legal analysis based on these conclusions. Thus, this seems to be confusing to students and counter-productive to the goals of the assignment. I intend to simply remove this section from the assessment rubric and have the other parts count for a little more than before. The second expected change will be an alteration to the in-class teaching methods used in the course, with an eye toward improving student ability to “think on their feet” and analyze legal issues when called upon. To this end, I intend to make more use of the Socratic method in teaching this class. I already use this method on a limited basis in class and it naturally lends itself well to legal analysis. Calling on students to have them perform legal analysis in class may help their ability to engage in such reasoning. (Or, in the alternative, it may scare them into working harder to obtain this skill so they avoid embarrassment in front of their peers.) I’ll take whatever improvements I can get. 

	5. How did the SLO(s) contribute to student acquisition of the Institutional Learning Outcome(s) (ILOs)?

For example, if ILO #1 (communication skills) was identified as being related to this SLO, then please write a sentence or two supporting the relationship.

IVC’s 5 ILOs:  

ILO1 = Communication Skills 

ILO2 = Critical Thinking Skills 

ILO3 = Personal Responsibility 

ILO4 = Information Literacy

ILO5 = Global Awareness


	With respect to ISLO #1, Communication Skills: Students were expected to communicate the results of their analysis demonstrating college-level writing skills and were evaluated and advised on the results of their completed assignments.
With respect to ISLO #2, Critical Thinking Skills: Legal analysis is all about critical thinking. It is a particular type of critical thinking that requires a somewhat different thinking process than students typically encounter. There really is something to the old saying, “Think like a lawyer.” Students are acquiring a new tool for their analytical tool box.

With respect to ISLO #4, Information Literacy: Students must perform reading and research activities for this assignment, which can be expected to improve this skill.


	6. Next Steps
Was the process effective? Will you change the outcome/assessment (e.g., alter the SLO, assessment, faculty discussion process, strategy for providing SLO to students)?  
If so, how?
	I believe the process was effective, as per usual. I am of the strong opinion that intense evaluation of student activities and performance in a course are always valuable in that they help instructors to understand what does and doesn’t work in the classroom. I have not evaluated this particular SLO for a couple of years and there is improvement from the most recently collected data for this SLO. This might suggest that some of the steps that have been taken in the past to improve this assignment have actually helped improve student performance on the assignment. It is probably too early to draw such broad conclusions, but future assessments should shed further light on this issue. Also, as detailed above, some new steps will be taken in future semesters to hopefully continue and enhance these improvements.

	7. After Thoughts

Feel free to celebrate, vent, or otherwise discuss the process
	


For instructions on how to fill out this form, click here:

SLO Cycle Assessment Form Guidelines
Or visit the IVC SLO Website:  http://www.imperial.edu/faculty-and-staff/campus-committees/student-learning-outcomes/slo-forms-and-handouts/


